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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to the amendment filed December 20, 2005. Claims 1- 
20 are presented for examination. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. code not included in this office action can be 
found in a prior office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sutinen et 
ah (USPN 6,839,564) (hereinafter Sutinen). 

4. As per claim 1, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including a method of 
automated event polling in a network comprising: 

logging data into a database on a server (col. 1 lines 6-17; col. 4 lines 27-53); 

receiving at the server a request for the data generated by a client using a Hypertext 
Transfer Protocol [HTTP] message (col. 5 lines 29-45; col. 6 line 54 - col. 7 line 4); 

responding to the received by the server request by reformatting the data in the database 
into an Extensible Markup Language [XML] format (col. 1 lines 34-42; col. 5 lines 45-52); and 

transmitting the data in XML format to the client (col. 5 lines 62-65), wherein the client 
synchronizes its maintenance of data with the database on the server based on a received time 
stamp indicating the creation time of the database on the server (col. 5 lines 55-59; col. 6 lines 
12-15). 
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5. As per claim 2, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of claim 

1, wherein the data in XML format is transmitted by a web server to a client interface, wherein 
the client interface generates the request for the data which is received by the web server (col. 4 
lines 27-53). 

6. As per claim 3, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of claim 

2, wherein the data is reformatted to XML format by a data interface, and wherein the data 
interface retrieves the data from the database (col. 5 lines 62-65; col. 6 lines 7-11, 38-53). 

7. As per claim 4, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of claim 

3, wherein the data interface is implemented as at least one of Common Gateway Interface 
[CGI], Java Servlet, and Microsoft Internet Server Application Programming Interface [ISAPI] 
(col. 6 lines 38-53; col. 8 lines 57-61). 

8. As per claim 5, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of claim 
1, wherein the data is logged into the database by an information source (col. 1 lines 6-17; col. 4 
lines 27-53). 

9. As per claim 6, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of claim 
5, wherein the information source comprises: 

an alarm generator (col. 3 lines 50-56); and 
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a configuration graphical user interface (col. 4 line 54 - col. 5 line 13). 

10. As per claim 7, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of claim 
1, further comprising: 

receiving the transmitted response by the client (col. 5 lines 45-52); and 
parsing the data in XML format to obtain at least one element included in the data (col. 6 
lines 7-11). 

11. As per claims 8-9, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 1, wherein the data includes a sequence number or a creation time-stamp of the database 
(col. 3 lines 47-50; col. 5 lines 20-26). 

12. As per claim 10, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including a method of event 
polling in a network on a client comprising: 

generating a HTTP request from the client for data from a database on a server (col. 5 
lines 29-45; col. 6 line 54 - col. 7 line 4); 

receiving at the client a response to the request, including data in XML format (col. 1 
lines 34-42; col. 5 lines 45-52, 62-65); and 

converting the data in XML format to a format used by client software (col. 6 lines 7-1 1), 
wherein the client synchronizes its maintenance of data with the database on the server based on 
a received time stamp indicating the creation time of the database on the server (col. 5 lines 55- 
59; col. 6 lines 12-15). 
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13. As per claim 11, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of claim 

10, further comprising: 

storing a sequence number from the data to a client database (col. 3 lines 47-50; col. 5 
lines 20-26); and 

requesting data that corresponds to a next sequence number from the database on the 
server in a next HTTP request (col. 3 lines 47-50; col. 5 lines 20-27). 

14. As per claim 12, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of claim 

11, further comprising: 

synchronizing the client when a received database creation time stamp does not equal a 
stored database creation time stamp stored in a client database or when the client database has 
not been initialized (col. 6 lines 12-20). 

15. As per claim 13, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of claim 

12, wherein synchronizing the client comprises: 

initializing the client database if necessary (col. 5 lines 14-37); and 
comparing the server database creation time-stamp to a creation time-stamp stored in the 
client database, wherein the sequence number is set to zero and the creation time-stamp stored in 
the client database is set to the server database creation time-stamp, if the time-stamps are not 
equal (col. 5 lines 38-54). 
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16. As per claim 14, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of claim 
10, wherein converting the data comprises: 

parsing the data in XML format to obtain at least one element contained in the data (col. 
6 lines 7-11). 

17. As per claim 15, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including a system for 
automated event polling in a network comprising: 

a computer-based server comprising: 

logic that receives a HTTP request for data from a database on the server (col. 5 
lines 29-45; col. 6 line 54 - col. 7 line 4); 

logic that responds to the request by reformatting the data into an XML format 
(col. 5 lines 45-52); and 

logic that transmits the data in XML format (col. 1 lines 34-42; col. 5 lines 45- 
52); and 

a computer-based client comprising: 

logic that generates the HTTP request for the data from the database on the server 
(col. 5 lines 29-45; col. 6 line 54 - col. 7 line 4); 

logic that receives the data transmitted from the server in XML format (col. 5 
lines 62-65); and 

logic that converts the received data in XML format to a format used by client 
software (col 4 lines 27-53), wherein the client synchronizes its maintenance of data with 
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the database on the server based on a received time stamp indicating the creation time of 
the database on the server (col 5 lines 55-59; col. 6 lines 12-15). 

18. As per claim 16, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
15, wherein the computer-based client further comprises: 

logic that stores a sequence number from the data to a client database (col. 3 lines 47-50; 
col. 5 lines 20-26); and 

logic that requests data that corresponds to a next sequence number from the database on 
the server in a next HTTP request (col. 5 lines 26-28). 

19. As per claim 17, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
15, wherein the computer-based client further comprises: 

logic that synchronizes the client when a received database creation time stamp does not 
equal a stored database creation time stamp stored in a client database or when the client 
database has not been initialized (col. 6 lines 12-20). 

20. As per claim 18, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
17, wherein the logic that synchronizes the client comprises: 

logic that initializes the client database if necessary (col. 5 lines 14-37); and 

logic that compares the creation time-stamps, wherein the sequence number is set to zero 

and the creation time-stamp stored in the client database is set to the server database creation 

time-stamp, if the time-stamps are not equal (col. 5 lines 38-54). 



Application/Control Number: 09/843,945 
Art Unit: 2195 



Page 8 



21. As per claim 19, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
15, further comprising: 

an information source that logs the data to the database on the server (col. 1 lines 6-17; 
col. 4 lines 27-53). 

22. As per claim 20, Sutinen teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
19, wherein the information source comprises: 

an alarm generator (col. 3 lines 50-56); and 

a configuration graphical user interface (col. 4 line 54 - col. 5 line 13). 

Response to Arguments 

23. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

24. Applicant' amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Syed J. Ali whose telephone number is (571) 272-3769. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8-5:30, 2nd Friday off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai T. An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Syed Ali 

February 17, 2006 



